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Share Love
Share Lent
Dear Sisters and Brothers
in Christ,

During the season of Lent
we are urged in a particular
way to look to the needs of
others.  Pope Francis tells us,
“the guarantee of an authen-
tic openness to God…is a
way of practicing the faith
that helps open our hearts to
our brothers and sisters.”
(Fratelli Tutti 74) It is in this
spirit that I urge you to prayerfully consider supporting the Share
Lent Campaign through Development & Peace – Caritas Canada.

With the entire human family suffering the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s Share Lent campaign in-
vites us to share love and express solidarity with our sisters
and brothers in the Global South, whose vulnerabilities are
being exacerbated by the pandemic. Christian charity com-
pels us to help: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it
to me.” (Matthew 25:40)

Share Lent has been a tradition in Canadian parishes since
1968. It was established by the CCCB to embody the two
pillars of social action — charity and justice. An organiza-
tional renewal process over the past year has resulted in the
implementation of safeguards to ensure that the Catholic iden-
tity, vision, mission and expectations of Development and
Peace are upheld. This allows them to continue the good work
they do in service of the most vulnerable populations, where the
effects of the pandemic are felt most deeply.

Next weekend (March 20/21 - Solidarity Sunday) marks the
annual Share Lent special collection to support Development &
Peace’s vital work with partners in the Global South. Your gen-
erous support may be provided through ongoing automatic
monthly withdrawals with D & P (Share Year Round), the spe-
cially designated offertory envelope, or by using the Solidarity
Sunday Share Lent collection envelopes often provided at the
entrances.

As we journey towards the hope of the Resurrection, may
we be filled with gratitude for the gift of salvation that Jesus
offers to each of us. May we respond generously to the needs
of others as we are able.

Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us!

Yours truly in Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

Ce carême,
partageons l’amour
Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,

Durant le temps du Carême, on nous
demande tout particulièrement de
répondre aux besoins des autres. Le
Pape François nous dit : « il existe des
manières de vivre la foi qui favorisent
l’ouverture du cœur aux sœurs et frères
; et celle-ci sera la garantie d’une
authentique ouverture à Dieu » (Fratelli
Tutti, 74). C’est dans cet esprit que je
vous exhorte à songer, dans la prière, à
soutenir la campagne Ce Carême,

Partageons l’amour de Développement et Paix - Caritas Canada.
Alors que toute la famille humaine souffre des effets de la

pandémie du COVID-19, la campagne annuelle de Partager le
Carême nous invite à partager notre amour et à exprimer notre
solidarité avec nos sœurs et frères du Sud, dont les vulnérabilités
sont exacerbées par la pandémie. La charité chrétienne nous
oblige à aider : « En vérité, je vous le dis, chaque fois que vous
l’avez fait à l’un de ces plus petits de mes frères, c’est à moi que
vous l’avez fait. » (Matthieu 25:40)

Le Carême de Partage est une tradition dans les paroisses
canadiennes depuis 1968. Il a été établi par la CECC pour incarner
les deux piliers de l’action sociale : la charité et la justice. Un
processus de renouvellement organisationnel au cours de la
dernière année a abouti à la mise en œuvre de mesures pour
garantir que l’identité, la vision, la mission et les attentes catholiques
de Développement et Paix soient respectées. L’organisme peut ainsi
poursuivre son bon travail au service des populations les plus
vulnérables, là où les effets de la pandémie se font le plus sentir.

La fin de semaine prochaine (soit le Dimanche de la solidarité, les
20 et 21 mars) marque la collecte spéciale annuelle du Carême de
Partage pour soutenir le travail essentiel de Développement et Paix
auprès des  partenaires du Sud. Vous êtes invités à offrir votre généreux
soutien par le biais de retraits mensuels automatiques continus avec
D & P (Les Partagens), en vous servant de l’enveloppe spécialement
désignée pour la collecte, ou en utilisant les enveloppes de collecte du
Dimanche de la solidarité du Carême de partage qui sont souvent
distribuées à l’entrée de l’église.

Alors que nous cheminons vers l’espérance de la résurrection,
puissions-nous être remplis de gratitude pour le don du salut que
Jésus offre à chacun de nous. Puissions-nous répondre
généreusement aux besoins des autres, comme nous le pouvons.

Vierge Marie, Santé des malades, priez pour nous!

Bien à vous dans le Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Évêque de Saint John

CE CARÊME,
PARTAGEONS
L’AMOUR
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New FreemanThe
D&P cuts ties with 24 partner organizations
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

At the end of a three-year investigation,
Canada’s bishops and their Caritas agency
have revealed they will discontinue relation-
ships with 24 of 63 organizations included
in the inquiry.

Another 20 Development and Peace
[D&P] partners received a “no objection”
judgment as a “result of satisfactory clari-
fications received from the partners, as well
as communications with the local diocesan
bishop where the partner is based.” No rec-
ommendations were made on 19 others
where the partnership had already con-
cluded or was about to end.

Most of the results of the investigation,
which began with a list of 205 Develop-
ment and Peace partner organizations, will
remain secret.

The joint subcommittee of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB]
and Development and Peace investigated
concerns that some of the activities and
positions of partner organizations might be
in conflict with the Church’s social and
moral teachings.

The 24 partnerships that were severed
were based on “a lack of clarification to
resolve serious questions regarding support
for positions or actions in conflict with the
Church’s social and moral teachings,” the
report said.

The total number of partners investigated
was a surprise. For two years the CCCB and
Development and Peace said there were 52
partners under investigation. Only with the
final report completed in the summer of 2020,
approved by Development and Peace’s Na-
tional Council in September last year, then
approved by the CCCB in November, have
the two bodies revealed that “the review ini-
tially identified 52 organizations for closer

study and later added 11 more.”
Whether partners were disqualified be-

cause they had in fact done or said things
contrary to Catholic social teaching, or be-
cause they refused or failed to answer ques-
tions put to them is not revealed. At least
two of the groups publicly and strenuously
objected to the process.

Although every issue that came to light
over the course of the investigation con-
cerned online discussion of abortion, gay
rights, gender politics and feminism, the
CCCB insists its concerns were not limited
to sexual morality and abortion.

“What can be shared is that the review
considered all areas of the Church’s social
and moral teachings,” said CCCB spokes-
person Lisa Gall.

Reforms at Development and Peace com-
ing out of the investigation will concentrate
on the relationships with partners. A new
partnership policy has been developed and
was approved by the National Council at
the end of February. Development and Peace
staff will work with CCCB staff on a new
“international partnerships committee.”

The new committee does not anticipate
that CCCB members will have the develop-
ment expertise needed to assess projects,
said Development and Peace deputy execu-
tive director Romain Duguay.

“The committee’s role will be to ensure
that the proposed partner meets the newly
established criteria in the partnership policy
that was recently approved by the National
Council,” Mr. Duguay said in an e-mail.

The new partnerships committee will be
working under a National Council of De-
velopment and Peace that now includes four
bishops.

“That the bishops will no longer be able
to distance themselves from the fray, to pile
on D&P for alleged non-Catholic activities,
may prove a very good thing for D&P,”
former National Council president Ray
Temmerman said in an e-mail, indicating
“the deep commitment the bishops of
Canada have to D&P.”

Throughout the investigation, Develop-
ment and Peace’s Share Lent revenues have
dropped. “That money is likely gone, the
work it would have done brought to a halt,
never to bear fruit,” Mr. Temmerman said.

The bishops’ want to see revenues re-
cover, said Ms. Gall, evidenced by a letter
of support for the 2021 Share Lent cam-
paign from CCCB president, Archbishop Ri-
chard Gagnon. §

Archbishop Richard Gagnon
(The Catholic Register photo)
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Former lieutenant governor urges Senate to respect freedom of conscience
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — For Graydon Nicholas,
former lieutenant governor of the province,
member of the Order of New Brunswick and
current chancellor of St. Thomas University
in Fredericton believes, the implications of Bill
C-7 will have disastrous consequences not
only for the Indigenous people he represents,
but Canadians as a whole. The Act to amend
the Criminal Code deals with medical assist-
ance in dying [MAiD]. Tabled in October 2020
and given a final extension to March 26 before it
is passed into law, this bill — having been fast-
tracked through the Senate and would allow for
mentally ill Canadians to obtain euthanasia —
represents a matter of grave importance to any-
one who values the dignity of life.

“The thing that’s happening with Bill C-7 is
that there has not been a consultation with our
people across the land,” Mr. Nicholas said.  “And
so the people who are drafting the bill do not
know our cultural values or our spiritual values.”

With the prevalence of suicide among In-
digenous people, Mr. Nicholas stresses the
importance of mental wellness, “which brings
in the spiritual dimension. Mental health does
not necessarily, it depends on who your coun-
sellor is. But in our way of life mental wellness
means how do you get well, and it has to
have a spiritual component.”

“In our communities we have also high
rates of suicide, and a lot of people who are
taking their lives because of the depression
that they’re in,” Mr. Nicholas said. “What we
need are resources within our communities
so that our elders can meet with people in
mental distress.”

In January 2021, Mr. Nicholas lent his sup-
port to a submission presented by Tyler White,
CEO, Siksika Health Services in Siksika, AB,
and Dr. Thomas Fung, MD CCFP, physician
lead at Siksika Health Services to the Stand-

ing Committee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs. This report stated that, “compared
to non-Indigenous persons, we experience
health disparities in areas of life expectancy,
complexity of chronic diseases, access to
health services, as well as higher rates of dis-
abilities, mental illness, and chronic pain. Our
people also live with higher rates of poverty,
food insecurity and unemployment — all nega-
tive social determinants of health. It is alarm-
ing that the consultation thus far on Bill C-7
with Indigenous peoples of Canada, who this
bill will disproportionately impact, has been
grossly inadequate.”

On February 11, the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes, Mr. Nicholas received the disap-
pointing news that these submissions were
ignored by the Senate. “I said I’m taking this
to prayer, because what else could I do?” Mr.
Nicholas said. “Then about halfway through
my prayer time — it’s amazing how the Holy
Spirit works — I was reminded of some of
my previous contacts with international agen-
cies.” From this inspiration came the basis of
a memo to Indigenous Senators on Freedom
of Conscience. “All of a sudden ideas came
flashing into my prayer time, and I had to go
start writing because there was a deadline sub-
mission of noon to this committee.”

Mr. Nicholas explained that, “under the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, there is an optional protocol that al-
lows you as a person from a country to file a
complaint against a country that is violating
your rights guaranteed under the International
Covenant.” Freedom of conscience is one of
those rights. “This [optional protocol] was
the same instrument that Senator Sandra
Lovelace Nicholas used to have the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission find that the Indian
Act of Canada discriminated against her rights
as a member of the Tobique Indian Reserve,”
the memo states. Using this precedent, it goes
on to say, “You are our voices and some-

times, voices in
the wilderness,
to bring knowl-
edge of the
public in
Canada that we
have a freedom
of conscience
that is so im-
portant to the
lives and com-
munities of our
brothers, sis-
ters, families,

children, elders, and the next seven genera-
tions to be respected and protected.”

“I sent a copy of my memo to other people
in non-Indigenous professions,” Mr. Nicholas
said. “People who are in psychiatry, psychol-
ogy, the medical professions. And I said, look,
this was ignored by the Senate but I think it
will work later. If somebody wants to come
forward and pursue this complaint to the
United Nations, it’s a seven-year struggle.”

Mr. Nicholas believes it is a struggle worth

taking on. “We already know what the Su-
preme Court thinks about euthanasia because
they’re the ones who endorsed it. But Canada
is still in violation of these principles,” he said.
“I have strong emotions, but I also have a
strong will to say more people have to op-
pose this. Because what’s going to be the next
stage of somebody’s life? You could just be
in a moment of depression and say, I don’t
want to live anymore…Canada is entering
what’s called a slippery slope that when people
have suicidal tendencies they’ll say, well I’ll just
call a physician who supports MAiD and I’ll be
out of my misery. To me this is not the Indig-
enous way. And it’s not the Catholic way.”

Mr. Nicholas insists that prayer, education,
and an openness to speak up are the most
important ways that people can make a dif-
ference. “I just share what my faith is, what
my Indigenous teachings are,” he said. “I
don’t go in and say, I want to be involved.
My response is that if an invitation comes, I
take it to prayer and ask the Lord, should I be
involved in this? And if the answer is yes, I’ll
say yes, and if it’s no I’ll say, perhaps you
could contact somebody else.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Graydon Nicholas

  Share Love, Share Lent: The passion of youth
  Did you know Development and Peace has
an active youth movement from coast to
coast?
  The Share Love, Share Lent campaign cel-
ebrates the passion and commitment of youth,
who represent the present and the future of
the Development and Peace movement. Join
them in supporting our work for positive
change in Canada and the Global South.
  Start a solidarity letter chain in aid of Devel-
opment and Peace. Learn how at devp.org/
chainletter
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Earning God’s love
John’s Gospel tells a story of Jesus visiting the Temple in Jerusa-

lem (John 2:13-25). The Gospel relates the story as a lead into seeing
our relationship with God in a new light. In Israel, the Temple was the
sign and symbol of God’s presence in their midst. As Jesus speaks to
the people in the Temple, he redirects their attention from the physical
building to himself, as the Temple.

The Gospel account points out that this all came to make sense to
the disciples after the Resurrection. Jesus then, becomes the sign of
God’s loving presence among us. He represents a new way of seeing
our relationship with God. God’s care and love is not dependent on
what we offer to God. It is not affected by sacrifices we might present.
It is not the result of bargaining with God. Our relationship with God
is a free and unconditional gift from God. We do not have to earn or
win God’s love and we cannot lose it. It is always there for us. This
is a remarkable discovery, a great surprise.

Even in the Old Testament, this is the relationship between God
and God’s People, Israel. It was not always apparent to this Peo-
ple, but it was there nonetheless. Israel saw itself in a covenant
relationship. God called them as a people to be God’s own. They
in return lived according to the law and in doing so, they had a
fuller, happier life as special to God and caring for each other.

The relationship we see in the Old Testament appears to be one
in which, like all covenants or alliances, each side promised some-
thing to the other in exchange for their bond with each other. That
is, they appear to be bargaining. But can this happen between two
very unequal parties? In this case, the relationship between God
and Israel is indeed unequal between the divine and the human.

The covenant of the Old Testament is in fact unusual. The rela-
tionship results from the free gift of God’s love to this People.
Over the course of the Old Testament, we learn of this quality of
free gift again and again. No matter how many times Israel drifted
from God, God continued to reach out in love for them. They

could not live this love, nor could
they lose it.

The great expression of God’s love
comes in the New Testament, with Jesus. Jesus proclaims it a little
further on in John’s Gospel as describes Jesus in conversation with a
Pharisee named Nicodemus. He says to Nicodemus: “God loved the
world so much that he gave his only Son,…” (John 3:16).

The piece we hear today in the Gospel reading comes earlier in
the Gospel, but it presents that same core element of our faith.
Jesus is the sign of God’s loving presence for us, the new Tem-
ple. Our relationship is not based on our doing something for God.
It is not dependent on sacrifice or offering. It is not affected by
how we keep rules or commands. It is not the result of some
arrangement arrived at by bargaining with God. It is in fact a free
gift of God’s unconditional love, a love we do not win, and we
cannot lose. Our covenant is a gift, a gift we are called to give
away to other.

Question: How might accepting that God loves me unconditionally,
affect the way I live?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Safe Third Country rules in court's hands
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — The decision on whether to overturn a July 2020
court decision rendering the Safe Third Country Agreement be-
tween Canada and the United States invalid is now in the hands of
three judges of the Federal Court of Appeal.

The judges heard arguments in the final days of February as to
whether they should overturn the ruling by Justice Ann Marie
McDonald that the Canada-U.S. deal on asylum seekers violates
Section 7 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which guaran-
tees life, liberty and security of the person to everyone on Cana-
dian soil.

Government of Canada lawyers tussled with lawyers representing
the Canadian Council of Churches, Amnesty International and the
Canadian Council for Refugees for two days over what exactly
shocks the conscience, how wide the gap is between the theory
and practice of U.S. immigration law and the purpose of the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms. They even wondered aloud whether the
Joe Biden presidency could make their problems disappear.

The Federal Court of Appeal justices have reserved their judg-
ment.

Government lawyer Martin Anderson defended the Safe Third
Country Agreement between Canada and the U.S. which requires

refugees to claim asylum in the first of the two countries in which
they land. The arrangement has been in place since 2004 to pre-
vent “asylum shopping.” The deal only applies to refugees who
arrive at official crossings at the land border between Canada and
the United States.

Mr. Anderson argued that Ms. McDonald had based her deci-
sion on “an erroneous understanding of U.S. asylum law.” While
conceding that many would-be refugees are taken into detention
when they are turned away at the border, Anderson insisted that
routine U.S. incarceration of would-be refugees is “discretionary
and not automatic.”

Government lawyer David Knapp asked the judges to take note
of the American election, and the “evolution of the facts in the
United States,” he said.

“This case is about the reasonably foreseeable consequences of
the operation of Canadian law and Canadian actions under that
law,” countered lawyer Jared Will on behalf of the three refugee
advocacy organizations.

The problems with the Safe Third Country Agreement were identi-
fied and litigated long before the Trump presidency, Mr. Will said.

“U.S. detention of returned refugee claimants violates relevant
norms of international law,” said respondent lawyer Leigh Salzberg
in arguing that women are particularly at risk in the U.S. asylum
system.§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Opening our secrets to the light
You are as sick as your sickest secret! That’s a wise axiom. What’s

sick in us will remain sick unless we open it up to others and to the light of
day. As long as it’s a secret, it’s a sickness. However, perhaps the problem
is not with what we keep secret, but that we keep it secret. Maybe the
sickness is the secret rather than what we deem to be sick.

We all have our struggles, and we can thank God for that. The image
and likeness of God inside us is not simply a beautiful icon imprinted in our
souls. It’s fire, divine, insatiable, befuddling fire. By our very nature, there
are complexities inside us that cannot make easy peace with the person
we like to think we are. We all have wild fantasies and dark obsessions.
Were our daydreams ever made public, they would reveal that we all nurse
fantasies of grandiosity, of hatred, of vindication, and that we all are peri-
odically caught up in the grip of various emotional and sexual obsessions.
There are things in our daydreams about which we would be ashamed to
speak. We all harbour fantasizes that are wild, earthy, grandiose, and ego-
tistical. So we keep them secret and deal with them either by pathologizing
them (relegating them to a sickness) or by denying them.

We relegate our fantasies to a sickness when we believe they are some-
thing we alone suffer from, something sick, shameful, and unique to us.
They are something we never want others to know about us. As a result,
our fantasies and obsessions become something to be ashamed of, a dark
secret, a sickness beneath our normal self.

Another option is denial. We can consciously deny that we ever have

these thoughts and feelings. Denial saves us
from feeling shame, but we pay another price
for this in the end. Denying our thoughts
and feeling is akin to living on the ground
floor of a house and taking any garbage or
anything else we do not want to deal with
and simply tossing it down into the base-
ment and closing the door. Out of sight, out of mind. For a while. Garbage
doesn’t cease to exist just because we have pushed it into the basement.
Eventually it ferments and sends its poisonous gases up through the vents
to contaminate the air we are breathing.

However, and this is the point, the complex yearnings, obsessions, and
grandiosity inside our soul are not a sickness, nor something that we need
to deny. Our soul, for all its wildness, is not sick. The problem is that we
lack an understanding of the deeper part of our soul, our shadow, and
believe there’s some sickness inside there - and it’s keeping this a secret
that’s the actual sickness.

What is our shadow? Popular literature has given us a one-sided notion
of what makes for our shadow. The popular notion is that our shadow is
some dark, fearful place we are afraid to go, an inner desert we want at all
cost not to venture into, inner demons that we want consciously to avoid.
While we might at times feel those fears in the face of our own shadow,
our shadow is not a dark thing at all. The opposite.

Here’s how our shadow forms. When a baby is born, it is luminous,
wonderfully open and aware, looking around, simply drinking in reality.
However, at this stage of life, a baby cannot think because it lacks an ego
and thus lacks self-awareness. In order to form an ego and become self-
aware, the baby has to make a series of massive mental contractions, each
of which shuts it off from part of its own luminosity. First, early on in life,
it distinguishes between what is self and what is other; I am not my mommy. 
Soon afterwards, it distinguishes between living and non-living; a puppy
is alive, a stone is not. Sometime after that, it distinguishes between mind
and body; a body is a hard, solid thing, thinking is different. Finally, and
this is the critical piece in the formation of our shadow, at a point in its life,
the baby will make a distinction between what it can consciously face
inside of itself and what is too overwhelming to consciously face. In doing
that, it forms its shadow by splitting off a huge part of its luminosity (the
full image and likeness of God inside itself) from its own conscious aware-
ness. 

Notice that our shadow is made up of our light, not our darkness. As
Marianne Williamson aptly puts it (in a phrase Nelson Mandela used in his
inauguration address) it is our light not our darkness that frightens us. In a
healthy person, dark secrets generally hide the things that emanate out of
the excessive light, divine energy, infinite longings, and godly grandiosity
inside of us. When we bring these into the light, we see that they are
neither dark nor sick. The sickness lies only in not bringing them to light.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

On March 12-13, Couples for Christ (CFC) will be hosting a virtual
Family Summit. This international Catholic lay ecclesial movement with
over 250 members in New Brunswick has a goal to renew and strengthen
Christian values. The community consists of family ministries, social arms,
and pro-life ministries.

The Family Summit, which is open to all families, is an opportunity to
join families from all across Canada. It will include a session for parents on
March 12, and a session for the whole family on March 13. The summit
will open with a Family Rosary at 1:45 pm CST (3:45 pm Atlantic time)
and followed by a Family Mass presided by the Archbishop J. Michael
Miller, CSB, of Vancouver and national spiritual advisor for Couples for
Christ Canada at 2 pm CST (4 pm AST).  For mass, participants are
encouraged to set up an altar and wear their Sunday best.

Garry Sabino of St. George credits his strong family to his involvement
with CFC. “Like any marriage we have gone through a lot of trials, but we
were able to overcome these with the help our brothers and sisters in the
community,” he said. “And of course, the faith that we pass on to our
children is really rooted in them, because they started from a young age.
Now I can see it in them, we are very confident that they will continue in
faith and pass it on to their future families.”

Mr. Sabino is passionate about sharing what he’s encountered through
CFC with others. “Our mission is to renew the family,” he said. “That’s
why I joined the community, because I want to be part of that mission, to
help renew the family in the world.”

For more information or to register for the Family Summit visit the CFC
Kids for Christ Facebook Page, www.facebook.com/
CFCKidsforChristCanada/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Couples for Christ hosts virtual family summit
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St. F of X coach puts faith to work on court
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

ANTIGONISH — It has not been the final season long time St.
Francis Xavier [StFX] University head basketball coach Steve
Konchalski imagined.

After a remarkable 46 years leading the men’s team at the school in
Antigonish, NS, the legendary coach will retire from the position he’s
held since 1975 when players wore short shorts and two stripe socks
pulled up to their mid calves. The school was scheduled to host the
Canadian university championships — a fitting close to a storied ca-
reer — but like so many things, those plans went awry some time ago
due to COVID.

With sports competitions cancelled for the season, Mr.  Konchalski
turned his focus to supporting the mental health and wellbeing of the
players who continue to practice as a squad. The loss of his brother
Tom to prostate cancer at age 74 in early February has thrown an-
other wrench into the year. A legend of the game in his own right,
Tom was a well-known American college basketball scout and pub-
lisher of High School Basketball Illustrated, a must-read for top col-
lege coaches in search of up-and-coming young talent.

Mourning his brother has not been easy. Like so many families, he was
not able to visit in his last days or attend the funeral in person but instead
virtually streamed the service held February 23 in New York City.

Mr. Konchalski says though Tom lived in New York City, where
they grew up, they remained bonded all these years through their
Catholic faith and passion to help youth through the game of basket-
ball.

“My brother lived a life of faith and I know his calling in life was
basketball,” said Mr. Konchalski of Tom, who never married but in-
stead devoted his life to helping to create opportunities for young
players. “He used the phrase, ‘Basketball is my mistress, but my
Catholic faith is my lawful wife.’ Everybody lives their faith a differ-
ent way, but I think both of us put as a priority in our lives, using
basketball as a way to help young people. I think that’s certainly some-
thing that we have in common and bonded us together in addition to
our family ties. If you keep that in perspective, I think that kind of
helps in terms of getting through COVID and getting through any
basketball disappointment.”

It’s fair to say there have been many more triumphs than disap-
pointments through Mr. Konchalski’s career. In his 46 years at StFX,
he’s accrued nine Atlantic University Sport (AUS) titles, three national
championships — in 1993, 2000 and 2001 — and six times earned
AUS coach-of-the-year honours. He has also spent decades working
with the Canadian national team program and served as head coach
from 1995-1998. He was inducted into the Canadian Basketball Hall
of Fame in 1993.

In Mr. Konchalski’s early days working at StFx in 1975, his brother
directed him to several student athletes from the New York and east-
ern United States area, including the first player he ever recruited —
Gil Green. After both his parents died, Mr. Green spent lots of time
with Tom, whom he affectionately called St. Thomas because of
how he went above and beyond to help him as a young man looking
for direction.

Upon learning of the prospect, Konchalski went to New York City
to have a look at Green and after a game of one-on-one outside his old
high school they had sealed the deal. Green became the foundation
upon which Konchalski built the StFX basketball program. During

his tenure as a student there he was named StFX’s MVP on three
occasions and upon graduation, was the all-time leading scorer with
2,229 points.

“When he recruited me, he said Gil, there’s only two things that I
could really promise you,” recalled Green, who became one of the
first in his family to earn a college degree. “He said, I promise you

that in four years you’re going to have an education and get your
college degree. The other thing he said is hopefully in four years’
time, we can win a championship. Well, we almost did both. What I
remember most about Steve as a coach was he always made sure he
put us in a position to win. We always had a (strong) one-on-one
personal connection.”

Mr. Konchalski attended Archbishop Molloy High School in Queens,
N.Y., which had one of the top-rated basketball teams in the country
at the time when he started there in the late 1950s. It was there that he
caught the bug as a freshman and when younger brother Tom started
at the school the pair went around watching college games at Madi-
son Square Garden, both developing a deep love for the game.

Mr. Konchalski went on to Acadia University, in Wolfville, NS. At
first his parents were apprehensive on account of it being in Canada
and also a Baptist institution. Up until that point, he and his brother,
who served as altar boys, had only been educated at Catholic schools
but coach Stu Aberdeen made a deal with Mr. Konchalski’s mother
that put the family at ease.

“He said, my athletic director whose name is Major Kelly, and his
wife are Catholics, and he assured my parents that they would pick
me up every Sunday morning and take me to 11 o’clock mass,”
chuckled Mr. Konchalski who remembers attending St. Francis of
Assisi, a church on the other side of town. “Sure enough they were
true to their word. They picked me up — excuse the pun — reli-
giously, for the whole time I was there.”

He led Acadia University to its first ever national title in 1965, set-
ting single game highs of 41 points and 17 field goals, earning tourna-
ment MVP honours. His career 1,479 points were more than any
player had scored in the history of the program when he graduated in
1966. Despite being at a Baptist school, he made no apologies for

(continued on page 7)

ANTIGONISH — Steve Konchalski has amassed more than 900
wins in his basketball coaching career spanning six decades.
(Photo courtesy St. Francis Xavier University)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.March 12, 2021 Page 7

Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

Johnson & Johnson vaccine ‘morally acceptable’ despite fetus origins
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

The approval of Johnson & Johnson
COVID-19 vaccine for use in Canada has
heightened the discussion over whether Catho-
lics should receive the vaccine, though Church
teaching remains clear that it is “morally ac-
ceptable.”

The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is produced
using cell lines derived from aborted fetuses,
unlike the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, which
are made using a synthetic messenger RNA.
However, all the companies used abortion-de-
rived cells during preliminary laboratory testing.

In a December statement, the Vatican’s
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
while not endorsing the use of abortion-re-
lated cell lines, deemed the vaccines accept-
able when “ethically irreproachable” vaccines
are not available.

“People should be aiming to get the
(vaccines) that don't have (aborted fetus) com-
ponents,” said Moira McQueen, executive di-
rector of the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Insti-
tute. “But if they were not available — and in
some countries they may not be because their
government isn't purchasing those ones — then
the Church is still saying, use them because you're
facing a lethal illness or death. You're remote from
the original source. So remote that you're not
co-operating in evil.”

Cell lines used in the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine are drawn from tissue obtained from

two abortions that occurred in the last few
decades. Cells of this kind are easily and fre-
quently reproduced in labs and therefore to
some are considered far removed from the
original source.

Health professionals and many in the Catho-
lic faith community encourage people to get
the first vaccine available to them since the
moral responsibility of helping to achieve herd
immunity from this deadly disease as soon as
possible outweighs any ethical concerns.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
issued a statement on the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine saying that though taking these
vaccines may be acceptable, Catholics should
continue in efforts to push pharmaceutical
companies to look more ethically at the mat-
ter.

“While we should continue to insist that
pharmaceutical companies stop using abor-
tion-derived cell lines, given the world-wide
suffering that this pandemic is causing, we
affirm again that being vaccinated can be an
act of charity that serves the common good,”
said their March 2 statement.

Bishops in western Canada made a similar
statement in December, reiterating that the “for
the good of personal and public heath,” re-
ceiving these vaccines is permissible because
of the “urgent need” to halt the pandemic.

Controversy over the use of cells from
aborted fetuses in vaccine development and
laboratory testing is nothing new. Other com-
mon vaccines have been subject to the same

moral debate over the years.
“They've been so much in use over the

decades and people didn't know,” said Ms.
McQueen. “If we start to look very closely at
a lot of common pharmaceuticals, we'll find
that they were maybe at least tested with
agents that contain some of (those cells).
Apparently they give good test results just on
a scientific level.”

Some Catholics have a problem with
vaccines of any kind with association to these
cells. Though this makes the situation diffi-
cult, Ms. McQueen says, the confirmation
from the Vatican that Pope Francis and Pope
Benedict received the Pfizer vaccine in mid-
January paints a very clear picture in terms
of what is accepted.§

(continued from page 6)
making the sign of the cross before every
free throw.

He went on to earn a law degree from
Dalhousie University in Halifax, but basket-
ball was never far from his thoughts as a ca-
reer. Mr. Konchalski landed his first coaching
job at Loyola College in Montreal, a Jesuit
school now part of Concordia University,
before moving on to St. Francis Xavier four
years later.

In recognition of his contributions to the
school, the gym where he mentored genera-
tions of young men was renamed Coach K
Court in 2017.

Though he’s moving on from
StFx, Mr. Konchalski has no
plans to leave the game of bas-
ketball. He will continue to work
with the national team program
as a consultant and looks for-
ward to having more time to
spend with wife Charlene, their
three adult children, Chris,
Julianne and Maria, and two
grandchildren.
An exhibition game in
Antigonish March 6 at 7:30 pm
with StFX versus Mr.
Konchalski’s alma mater
Acadia, befittingly marked the
end of his StFX career. StFX
defeated Acadia in the inaugural
'Coach K Challenge' exhibition
game. Moving forward, the
Coach K Challenge will feature
one game between the Acadia
Axemen and StFX X-Men on
an annual basis. §

Faith on court
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A church inclusive of women is a more synodal church, speakers say
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A more inclusive attitude and a cooperative
approach that includes women are needed for the future of the church
and society, said a number of Vatican officials.

The three Vatican officials and a top member of a Vatican commis-
sion were part of a panel of speakers invited by the Australian Em-
bassy to the Holy See to mark International Women's Day March 8
with a webinar titled, An equal future in a COVID-19 world: Cham-
pions of Change Choosing to Challenge.

The webinar's focus, Ambassador Chiara Porro said in her opening
remarks, was what change was needed in order to emerge from a
multitude of crises unfolding in the world and to "build back better for
everyone."

When it comes to the church, one important step, some speakers
said, will be creating a more ‘synodal’ church, which is the theme
Pope Francis chose for the next world Synod of Bishops at the Vati-
can in 2022.

Synodality, which means walking together, is a key topic of his
pontificate; the idea is built on the fact that the grace of baptism
makes a person a part of the body of the church and, therefore,
responsible for its life and mission. In a hierarchical church, that
shared responsibility calls for regular, serious and structural forums
for listening to all members of the church.

Salesian Sister Alessandra Smerilli, an economist and coordinator of the
Vatican COVID-19 Commission's task force on the economy, said if the
church of the future is to be a more synodal church, then women have to
contribute to how the church works and is organized.

For example, women can contribute by changing the concept of
leadership that does not see the leader as a "head" and everybody else
as a "follower," but as a person who can coordinate a team and projects.
They are "not above others," but serve with the right skills for the
particular mission at hand, she said.

The concept of power also must change from that of being better
than others and managing "over" others to being able to make things
happen and to motivate, coordinate and unify people, she said.

"I dream that in the future the church and the Holy See can have the
evangelical flavour of the early Christian communities, made not of
the best," but of people who encountered Christ, and act as a com-
munity that is "dynamic, proclaims the Gospel and knows how to go
against the tide," she said.

Xaviere Missionary Sister Nathalie Becquart, who will be the first
woman with a right to vote at a meeting of the Synod of Bishops, said
a synodal church requires a "new mindset" in which competition or
people locked in different categories or levels is replaced with coop-
eration and reciprocity.

Pope Francis appointed Sr. Becquart to be one of the two under-
secretaries to the Synod of Bishops in early February. Her appoint-
ment and that of other women to key roles at the Vatican "reflects
Pope Francis' desire to give more places to women at all levels of the
church," she had told Catholic News Service.

At the March 8 webinar, Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general
of the Synod of Bishops, said her appointment and permitting her to
vote in a synod is "a major milestone" and is something that should
not be limited to just this one institution or just to voting rights.

"The intention of the synod is to reflect about the praxis of the
people of God, journeying together under the guidance of the Holy

Spirit," that is, how the church can envision "the permanent interac-
tion of the different members in her midst in discernment processes."

This reflection must not just be "a mere intellectual exercise in which
some talk about the possible involvement of other baptized" mem-
bers, but must be lived experience of mutual listening and common
discernment with everyone included.

Sr. Becquart said in her presentation that synods represent "a proc-
ess of listening" to those who are often in need or voiceless, offering
an important "sound box" for people, including women.

The final documents of the latest synods — on young people and the
Amazon, in particular — all underline the urgency of offering "a greater
recognition and a greater valuing of women in society and the church."

"Synodality is about mission" and what that entails is spelled out
clearly in "the road map for church that is 'Laudato Si'' and 'Fratelli
Tutti,'" she said.

"I am convinced we cannot have a good relationship with creation
in mutual respect without this respect and interdependence between
men and women," where there is co-responsibility and teamwork,
she added.

Francesca Di Giovanni, a longtime Vatican official, was the first
woman to hold a managerial position at the Vatican Secretariat of
State when Pope Francis appointed her as an undersecretary in the
Vatican's foreign ministry office in January 2020.

She said at the webinar that Pope Francis has shown from the start
the need for walking together in a spirit of solidarity and fraternity.

Also at the webinar was Bishop Paul Tighe, secretary of the Pon-
tifical Council for Culture — the only Vatican dicastery with a perma-
nent consultative body made up of all women to provide their per-
spective on the council's work.

In addition to things the council was doing to be more inclusive, he
said, on a personal level, he tries to make sure they have a mix of
participants and speakers for events they organize "so the face of the
church visibly includes those people who are competent from a range
of backgrounds."

In doing research and study, he said he intentionally reads women
authors and the contributions of women leaders to make sure he is
reading from a wider range of perspectives.

And he said he tries to be more attentive and "follow the arguments
of people who are critical, particular women," and then tries "to see
the value in what they have to say."§

Sister Nathalie Becquart (CNS/Paul Haring photo)
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Returning from Iraq, pope talks about 'risks' taken on trip
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM IRAQ — The Catholic
Church's commitment to dialogue with other churches and with other
religions flows from the Gospel, but Pope Francis said he knows
some Catholics disagree.

"Often you must take a risk" to promote harmony, he told reporters
March 8 as he flew back to Rome from Baghdad. "There are some
criticisms: 'The pope isn't courageous, he's reckless.' He's doing things
against Catholic doctrine. He's a step away from heresy.'"

Still, he said, through prayer and listening to the advice of experts
and aides, he has become convinced that God wants the church —
and all humanity, for that matter — to continue promoting a sense of
belonging to one human family.

And, he said, it does not matter if some religions, sects or groups
seem further from sharing that vision.

"The rule of Jesus is love and charity," the pope said. "But how
many centuries did it take us to put that into practice?"

Preaching and living "human fraternity" — recognizing that all men
and women, created by God, are members of the same human family
and brothers and sisters to one another — is a process that requires
effort, emphasis and repetition.

"You are human. You are a child of God. You are my brother or
sister," the pope said.

With sporadic violence continuing in Iraq, the pope's trip March 5-
8 involved a massive security operation with the deployment of thou-
sands of police and military officers. Even the Vatican police and
Swiss Guards wore bulletproof vests under their dark suits, an unu-
sual practice on a papal trip.

But the other danger was posed by COVID-19 and the risk that
people gathering to see the pope, who has been vaccinated, would
create a surge in the already-rising number of cases in Iraq.

Pope Francis said the pandemic — not the security issue — was
what made him repeatedly think, "maybe, maybe not" about the visit.

Decisions about foreign trips are "stewed over time," the pope said.
"I thought so much, prayed so much" about the Iraq trip because of
the coronavirus pandemic, "and in the end I made the decision freely,
but it came from within. And I said to myself the one who helped me
decide this will take care of the people."

And even though many experts do not expect the pandemic to be re-
solved by the fall, Pope Francis said he has promised to go to Budapest,
Hungary, for a day in September to celebrate the closing Mass of the
International Eucharistic Congress, which was postponed from 2020.

The other trip he would like to make soon, he said, is a visit to
Lebanon.

Cardinal Bechara Rai, patriarch of the Maronite Catholic Church,
even asked him to stop in Lebanon on the way to or from Iraq, the
pope said, but doing that would seem like giving the Lebanese people
"crumbs" given how they are suffering.

Asked about his meeting March 6 in Najaf with Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, an authority figure for Shiite Muslims in Iraq and around the
world, Pope Francis described him as "a great man, a wise man, a
man of God."

The meeting, he said, "was good for my soul" and was another
step on the path of promoting greater understanding and cooperation
with Muslims.

The day after meeting the ayatollah, Pope Francis traveled to Mosul,

a city terrorized and left largely in ruin by Islamic State militants who
controlled the area from 2014 to 2017.

Even though he said he had seen photos of the ruined churches of
Mosul, Pope Francis said standing amid the rubble was "unbelievable,
unbelievable."

But even more touching, he said, was the testimony of survivors,
including of a mother who lost a son, who spoke about the impor-
tance of forgiveness and of rebuilding.

"We are so great at insulting people and condemning them," he said,
but too many people have forgotten the power of forgiving others.

Asked when, if ever, he will make a trip to Argentina, Pope Francis
repeated that he imagined either dying or resigning and remaining in
Rome, "my diocese."

He joked that he had spent 76 years in Argentina and didn't see why
people wanted him to spend more time there.

But, denying he had what he termed "patrio-phobia," he told report-
ers that he had planned a trip to Argentina, along with Chile, in No-
vember 2017. However, the trip was pushed back to January 2018
because of elections in Chile. And January in Argentina would have
been just too warm.

"I don't know if the trips will slow down now, but I can tell you
that on this trip, I've felt more tired," he said, adding that being 84
comes with some baggage.

However, he said, he does enjoy being with people, especially "after
these months of imprisonment" because of the pandemic and the
lockdown in Italy.

"I feel different when I am far from the people," he said, adding
that he would continue to follow the recommendations of govern-
ment health authorities as far as holding general audiences or other
events that could attract a large public.

"Closeness to the people of God" is an essential part of being a
priest, the pope said. "The only ones who save us from pride are the
holy people of God," otherwise priests run the risk of acting like "an
elite caste."§

ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM IRAQ — Pope Francis
speaks with journalists aboard his flight from Baghdad to Rome
March 8, 2021. At right is Matteo Bruni, director of the Holy See
Press Office. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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March 14, 2021   Fourth Sunday of Lent
First Reading: 2 Chronicles 36.14-17a, 19-23++

The wrath and steadfast kindness of the Lord are shown
by the exile and restoration of the people.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 137.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.6)
R. Let my tongue cling to my mouth if I do not remember you!

Second Reading:   Ephesians 2.4-10
Even when you were dead in your trespasses,

by God’s grace you have been saved.

Gospel: John 3.14-21
God sent his only-begotten Son so that the world

might be saved  through him.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Latin Mass to be held
regularly in diocese
“What earlier generations held as sacred remains sacred and great for
us too” Benedict XVI

SAINT JOHN — On January 12, 2021, the Most Reverend Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC, appointed the Reverend Dr. Michael McGowan as
spiritual advisor to the Latin Mass Community of the Diocese of Saint
John, effective immediately.

Rev. Dr. McGowan will provide mass, the other sacraments, and
pastoral ministry to the faithful of the diocese who wish to worship in
the Extraordinary Form.

In his Apostolic Letter given Motu Proprio, Summorum Pontificum
of July 7, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI, permitted  priests of the Latin
Church to celebrate mass according to the Missal promulgated by
Pope St. John XXIII in 1962, known as the Tridentine Mass or
Traditonal Mass (TLM), which was never abrogated by the Second
Vatican Council.

The celebration of Holy Mass in the Extraordinary Form is permit-
ted for a stable group of the faithful who spontaneously request it,
with respect for the requirements of the law.

Bishop Riesbeck was approached by this stable group of the faith-
ful, residing in the Diocese of Saint John, and has now acceded to
their request for more regular pastoral care.

Beginning on Sunday, April 18, 2021, Mass in the Extraordinary
Form, will be offered every Sunday at Our Lady of Fatima Church in
Fredericton at 12:30 pm. Those interested in attending this mass on a
regular basis are invited to register by April 5, 2021 by contacting the
parish by email: olfatima1962@gmail.com. §

By CINDY WOODEN
The Catholic News Service

BAGHDAD — Pope Francis told Iraqi Christians that when they
suffer discrimination, persecution or war, the Eight Beatitudes are
addressed to them.

"Whatever the world takes from us is nothing compared to the
tender and patient love with which the Lord fulfills his promises," the
pope told the congregation sitting inside and outside the Chaldean
Catholic Cathedral of St. Joseph March 6.

"Dear sister, dear brother, perhaps when you look at your hands,
they seem empty, perhaps you feel disheartened and unsatisfied by
life," he said in his homily. "If so, do not be afraid: The beatitudes are
for you — for you who are afflicted, who hunger and thirst for
justice, who are persecuted. The Lord promises you that your name
is written on his heart, written in heaven!"

According to the Vatican, the service marked the first time Pope
Francis celebrated a eucharistic liturgy, "the Holy Qurbana," in the rite
of the Chaldean Church. While the pope recited the prayers in Italian,
Cardinal Louis Sako, the Chaldean patriarch, and members of the
congregation prayed in Chaldean, a modern form of Aramaic. The
Bible readings were in Arabic.

Iraqi President Barham Salih and Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein
attended the liturgy, which included a prayer for government offi-
cials, asking God to help them be "examples of honesty for the com-
mon good" and "know how to collaborate for a renewed world in
which liberty and harmony reign."

One of the prayers of the faithful, recited in Arabic, echoed the
pope's homily. "Benevolent Father, sustain your holy church with the
strength of the Spirit so that it would courageously witness to Christ
and would be for our country a sign of reconciliation and solidarity
among all the children of Abraham, our father in faith."

In his homily, Pope Francis told the people that while "in the eyes of
the world, those with less are discarded, while those with more are
privileged," it is not that way with God, which Jesus made clear in the
beatitudes.

Jesus overturned the worldly order of things, he said. "It is no
longer the rich that are great, but the poor in spirit; not those who can
impose their will on others, but those who are gentle with all; not
those acclaimed by the crowds, but those who show mercy to their
brother and sisters."

"The poor, those who mourn, the persecuted are all called blessed,"
he said, not the rich and powerful.

The beatitudes "do not ask us to do extraordinary things, feats
beyond our abilities," the pope said. But "they ask for daily witness."

"The blessed are those who live
meekly, who show mercy wher-
ever they happen to be, who are
pure of heart wherever they live,"
he said.

The beatitudes are not a call for
a moment of heroics, but about
imitating Jesus each day, Pope
Francis said. "That is how the
world is changed: not by power
and might, but by the beatitudes."

The mass was the final public
event of a day that saw Pope

Francis travel to Najaf, a centre of spiritual and political power for
Iraqi Shiite Muslims, and then to Ur, the birthplace of Abraham, about 10
miles outside of Nasiriyah. On March 7 travelled to Iraq's Kurdistan re-
gion, where he visited Irbil, Mosul and Qaraqosh, cities devastated under
the Islamic State group's rule. There, he planned to meet with some of the
Christians who have returned to the region to try to rebuild.

The pope's March 5-8 visit took place under tight security.§

Living the beatitudes can change the world, pope says in Iraq
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OBITUARIES

NOWLAN, MICHAEL O’KEEFE — It is with sadness that the
family announce the passing of Michael O’Keeffe Nowlan at the Dr
Everett Chalmers Hospital on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. Born
on September 1, 1937, Michael was the son of the late Harold and
Margaret (O’Keeffe) Nowlan.

Michael graduated from St. Thomas High School in 1955. He
would go on to receive a BA from St. Thomas University in 1959,
BED from UNB in 1964, MED  from UNB in 1986 and an Honor-
ary Doctorate of Letters from St. Thomas University in 2010.
Michael enjoyed being an educator, teaching in Loggieville,
Chatham, and Oromocto, finishing his career working in the NB
Provincial Department of Education in Fredericton in the Curricu-
lum Branch.

Michael was an active member in his community, being a mem-
ber and past Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus, member
and past president of the Canadian Council of Teachers of English
Language Arts, member of the Writers Federation of New Bruns-
wick, Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada (stamp
collecting), member of the American Philatelic Society, and a mem-
ber of the Retired Teachers Association of New Brunswick,
Fredericton Branch. He was also the Fredericton Region correspond-
ent for The New Freeman from 2006 to 2007.

Michael will be missed by his wife of over 50 years, Gertrude;
children Gregory (Katherine), Mary, Theresa (John), James, and Pe-

ter; grandchildren Celeste, Michael, Matthew, and Brandon; step grand-
children Emma (Brian) and Ted (Carla); siblings William (Dorothy) and
Martina; sister-in-law Clara (Blaine), as well as many nieces, nephews and
cousins. In addition to his parents, Michael was predeceased by his brother
Patrick and brothers-in-law Gerald and Lawrence.

Arrangements were under the care of Oromocto Funeral Home,
Oromocto. A Mass of Christian Burial too place at St. Vincent de Paul
Roman Catholic Church, Oromocto.

CREAMER, PETER L.G. — With heavy hearts, the family of Peter
Creamer announces his passing at the Saint John Regional Hospital
on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 after a brief illness. The son of the
late Dr. Roy Creamer and the late Shirley McAllister Creamer, Peter
was born in Halifax on March 4, 1958 and moved to Saint John with
his family in 1960.

In addition to his beloved wife, Loretta, Peter is survived by his
children: Jonathan (Diep) of Edmonton, AB; Garrett (Christina) and
Shayna of Quispamsis; his grandchildren: Alanna, Alexis, Levi and
Georgia; his siblings: Mary Ann, Thomas, Robert, Nancy, Lucinda,
June, Margo and Nea; his mother-in-law, Marg Breau; his brothers
and sisters in law; many nieces and nephews; his aunt, Barbara Fleming;
and many cousins.

Visitation took place at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A pri-
vate Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Rothesay. A private interment took place at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, Saint John.

WALLS, DOREEN M. — It is with sadness that the family announce
the passing of Doreen M. Walls, wife of the late Rick Walls, occurred
on February 27, 2021 at Shannex, Embassy Hall, Quispamsis. Born
on March 12, 1935 in Saint John, she was a daughter of the late
Raymond and Frances Conway.

Doreen is survived by her children;  Jeffrey Walls (Loreen) of
Brandon, MB, Kevin Clark of Calgary, AB, and Michael Clark (Debbie)
of Kingston, NB, grandchildren; Sarah Dawn Honey of  Oshawa,
ON, Carter and Cheyanne Walls of Brandon, MB, Corey Clark, and
Jessica Clark of Calgary, and Katie-Lynn Clark of Quispamsis, as
well as several nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Besides her husband, Doreen is predeceased by her brothers; Donald
and William Conway, and son Geoffrey Clark.

Arrangements were under the care and direction Kennebecasis Com-
munity Funeral Home, Quispamsis.  A private Mass of Christian Burial
was held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay. A private
interment was to held at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

MELANSON, PAULA — After a courageous battle Paula Bernadette
Melanson passed away peacefully at home on March 4, 2021. Paula
was born on June 18, 1964 in Saint John to the late Elmer and Corinne
(Lenihan) Melanson.

Paula will be dearly missed by her husband Peter Brillant and their
sons; Phillip Brillant (Rebecca), David Brillant (Shantell) and Michael
Brillant (Rebecca), brothers; Paul Melanson (Carol) and Brian McPhee,
sister Diana Melanson, best friends and “sisters” Nicole Fortune and
Wanda Sabean, and many nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Private Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of
Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Saint John. §
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Seminarian instituted to ministry of Acolyte
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — There was a
great spirit of excitement at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Parish
(Stella Maris Worship Site) in
Saint John on Sunday, March 7

as Seminarian David Rioux was
instituted to the ministry of Aco-
lyte.

“We rejoice this morning be-
cause we are going to be insti-
tuting our seminarian David
Rioux as Acolyte, as part of his
journey towards priesthood,”

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
of the Diocese of Saint John
said. “We’ve been wanting to
do this for a while now…it’s
nice to have so many from the
parish here supporting David.”

Father Owen Burns, director
of Vocations for the Diocese of

Saint John presented Mr. Rioux
for the institution. Father Ralph
McRae, pastor of Our Lady of
Good Counsel Parish, was also
present.

“As we unite ourselves to Je-
sus and to one another through
Holy Communion, we become
transformed just like the bread
and wine become the body of
Christ,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“It stands to reason that the
more we unite ourselves to Je-
sus who is love, and who
comes to dwell with us in the
Eucharist…the more we be-
come like him and are able to
respond generously to the ful-
filling of his commandments.”

Bishop Riesbeck affirmed Mr.
Rioux on this significance of his
new ministry. “As an acolyte,

SAINT JOHN — Seminarian David Rioux (right) assists Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John during mass, March 7 at Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Saint John.
Mr. Rioux’s was instituted to the ministry of Acolyte during mass. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

David will be entrusted with the
care of the altar, and also distri-
bution of the body and blood of
Jesus Christ to the faithful —
at the liturgy but also in his min-
istry to the sick in need of
strength and healing, and some-
times even the dying as viati-
cum, food for the journey to
Heaven,”

“David, you give to the faithful
the greatest treasure we have —
the real presence, the sacramen-
tal presence of Jesus, who gave
his life for us,” the bishop said.

Speaking directly to Mr.
Rioux, Bishop Riesbeck offered
some words of wisdom. “My
dear son of Christ, as a person
chosen for this ministry of aco-
lyte you will have a special role
in the Church’s ministry. The
summit and source of the
Church’s life is the Eucharist,
which builds up the community
and makes it grow,” he said.
“Since you are especially called
to this ministry you should strive
to live more fully by the Lord’s
sacrifice and to be molded more
perfectly into his likeness. You
should seek to understand the
deep spiritual meaning of what
you do, so that you may offer
yourself daily to God as a spir-
itual sacrifice acceptable to him
through Jesus Christ.”

Bishop Riesbeck told Mr.
Rioux, “in performing your min-
istry bear in mind that as you
share the one bread with your
brothers and sisters, so you are
one body with them. Show a
sincere love for Christ’s mysti-
cal body, God’s holy people, and
especially for the weak and the
sick.” Concluding with the
words of Christ Bishop Riesbeck
encouraged Mr. Rioux to, “be
obedient to the command which
the Lord gave his apostles at the
last supper — love one another
as I have loved you.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a corre-
spondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §


